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these principles by force ; and this, just as I have defined 
it, is the traditional policy of the United States, and has 
been pursued until this very day and this very hour. 

Washington, in his Farewell Address, published a year 
later, declared, in language truly quoted here, that the 
great rule of conduct for us in regard to foreign nations 
was in extending our commercial relations to have as little 
political connection with them as possible, and to avoid 
implicating ourselves by artificial ties in the ordinary 
vicissitudes of European politics, and in the ordinary 
combinations and collisions of national friendships and 
enmities. Sir, that policy was necessary, and for that 
reason, if for no other, was wise. The flames of war 
raged throughout Western Europe, and its lurid blaze 
lighted up the ocean. Both the belligerents recklessly 
turned pirates, and supplied themselves by the robbery 
of our unarmed, unprotected merchant vessels. Great 
Britain still, in violation of the then recent treaty of 
peace, held the military posts on our Western borders, 
and had control of the passions of the savages amongst 
and around us ; and was only waiting a pretext for a 
decisive blow at our newly acquired independence : and 
France was seeking at the same time to involve us in the 
strife, and to force us to give the pretext. 

An infant country, sunk deep in debt, without any 
land or naval force, with an armed enemy on her borders, 
and from necessity paying tribute at the same time to the 
African Corsairs; nay, worse — unable to obtain their 
forbearance, because unsuccessful in borrowing funds to 
pay the tribute money. What less than madness would 
it have been to have entered into closer alliance, and to 
have assumed more intimate ties with a nation whom 
they could not have aided, and in going to whose help 
they would have been certain to have perished. Salus 
Populi est supremo, lex. Neutrality was necessity, and 
therefore a duty. 

Having vindicated my country and her statesmen 
against the implications of indifference, coldness, and 
isolation, I hope it will not now be thought presumptuous 
on my part, or irreverent to the memory of Washington, 
or dangerous to the state, if I inquire on what principle 
the duty of neutrality was founded by that illustrious 
man, and whether he enjoined that policy as one of abso- 
lute and perpetual obligation ? 'The duty of holding a 
neutral conduct,' said he, in his Farewell Address, 'may 
be inferred without anything more from the obligation 
which justice and humanity impose on every nation in 
cases in which it is free to act to maintain inviolate the 
relations of peace and amity towards other nations.' " 

'■'•Senators and Representatives oj America: If I may 
borrow the tone of that sturdy Republican, John Milton, 
I would have you consider what nation it is of which you 
are Governors — a nation quick and vigorous of thought, 
free and bold in speech, prompt and resolute in action, 
and just and generous in purpose— a nation existing for 
something, and designed for something more than indif- 
ference and inertness in times of universal speculation 
and activity. Why else was this nation chosen, that 
'out of her, as out of Sinai, should be proclaimed and 
sounded forth the first tidings and trumpet' of political 
reformation to all nations. I would have you remember 
that the love of liberty is a public affection which this 
nation has deeply imbibed and has effectually diffused 
throughout the world ; and that she cannot now suppress 
it, nor another her desires to promote that glorious cause, 
for it is her own. I believe, also, that it is Righteous- 



ness, not greatness, that exalteth a nation, and that it is 
Liberty, not repose, that renders national existence 
worth possessing. Let me, then, perform my humble 
part in the service of the Republic, by cultivating the 
sense of Justice and the love of Liberty which are the 
elements of its being, and by developing their saving in- 
fluences, not only in our domestic conduct, but in our 
foreign conduct also, and in our social intercourse with 
all other states and nations." 



LETTER TO A BIBLE CLASS PUPIL. 

Dear Friend : 

In our conversation at yesterday's Bible class on the 
text Luke xxii. 26, "Let him that hath no sword sell his 
garment and buy one," your recollection seemed to 
place the passage where it would have reference to some 
future exigency of the church. My recollection was that 
our Lord said this with reference to the emergency just 
upon them, his own arrest. In verse 38, we are told that 
one said, "Here are two swords" and He said, "It is 
enough." Now when it came to the use of those weapons 
Luke xxii. 49, one said, "Shall we smite with the sword?" 
and without waiting for an answer, he drew his sword 
and cut off an ear, it seemed to me that the transaction 
was one with that begun in verse 26. Christ touched the 
ear and healed it and ordered the sword into its sheath. 

When Jesus said of two swords "it is enough," he 
could not have meant "enough for my defence on military 
principles against the power of Rome and the Jewish 
Church." He must have meant it is "enough for a 
symbol ; enough to demonstrate their futility ; enough to 
call out another miracle of healing and not wounding." 
Hence my conclusion that while history, instinct, com- 
mon sense, etc., may teach us to smite with the sword under 
certain circumstances, our blessed Lord never by precept 
or example taught that. He taught the opposite. 
Yours in Christian love, 

Teacher. 



PREPARING TO FIGHT. 



It is also to be questioned whether the system of vast 
war preparation has not operated to develop that secret 
order of (reported) assassins, the Mafia. The Nihilists, 
in Russia, would not have been known had the empire 
been an empire of Peace. And so of the Socialists in 
Germany, and the Communists in France. Swift relief 
from these abnormal and dangerous developments on the 
body politic will be experienced when the suffering nations 
finally yield consent to the adoption of the much mooted 
plan of disarmament. Whether this plan will "work," 
whether it will stay adopted, unless the people generally 
submit their hearts to the beneficent rule of the Prince of 
Peace, this writer saith not. And yet it is evident that 
they place themselves persistently out of the way of such 
heart submission, when they keep straight on preparing 
to fight. — J. W. L. in Christian Statesman. 



If huge armies were calculated to inspire a feeling of 
political and social security, Russia ought to be the most 
tranquil place in the world ; and yet, with over a million 
of armed men at its command, the Government of that 
country trembles at the thought of danger from the cir- 
culation of tracts. — Arbitrator. 



